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Wohl, Louis The Golden Thread 
Lippincott. Oct. 22, 1952. 254p. $3.00. 


The Golden Thread adds one more cubit Louis 
Wohl’s growing stature hagiographical novelist. 
The novelized version saint’s life best risky 
undertaking but the reader need have fear. This 
imaginative reconstruction the critical segment the 
spiritual life St. Ignatius comes off with all the ease 
and easy reading that characterized The Restless Flame 
(on St. Augustine) and The Quiet Light (on St. 
Thomas Aquinas). Here history has 
blended with story and with “easy take” sense 
religious piety—(not that piety itself should de- 
stroy novel, but simply that all too frequently does. 
Good intentions make small substitute for the art 
writing fiction). 

There are two love stories involved, the fact St. 
Ignatius’ knightly love for Our Lady and for God, to- 
gether with the fiction the huge Swiss mercenary, 
Ulric von der Flue’s love for Juanita, little girl 
rescued from rapacious soldiery. fired the cannon 
that broke the leg Don Inigo. coincidence, the 
act broke the siege the fortress Pamplona, and 
also saved Uli from having his neck broken hang- 
man’s noose. commanded escort the litter 
bearing Don Inigo back the Loyola castle near Azcoi- 
tia. Juanita accompanies him disguised boy. There 
was place leave her and the marauding mercen- 
aries were everywhere after the victory. 


Ignatius portrayed the Basque nobleman that 
was, the courteous knight, the fearless fighter, the man 
who for vanity’s sake, endured the grim ordeal 
re-setting and stretching his leg 
primitive pulleys—silently, sweat-stained agony 
that the soldier-knight might escape the humiliation 
life-long limp. Montserrat, the pilgrimage 
the Holy Land, Ignatius’ interior study the dis- 
cernment spirits, his scruples, excessive penances, 
the incident wherein nearly killed Moor who 
doubted Our Lady’s fullness grace, all the successive 
steps his growth sanctity are authentically traced 
out the author. 


And through all, Uli and Juanita appear. They make 
the pilgrimage Jerusalem with Ignatius. Finally they 
are separated when Isabel Roser takes Juanita into her 
home after plague has carried off the mother for 
whom they had long been searching. Uli finds himself 
caught the terrible sack Rome 1527—neither 
fantasy nor fiction could possibly outstrip the historical 
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details that incredible orgy blood, rape, and plun- 
der. the story’s end, Uli finds Juanita through 
Ignatius and the Company Jesus has been approved 
the Pope, history awaits the further works sanc- 
tifying grace the soul saint, happiness swells 
the human hearts the lovers. 


The Golden Thread fine novel, historically accur- 
ate, expressively written, recommendable all classes 
reader any age creed. not “great literature” 
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because its sweep falls far short epic and its bright 
light does not flame with passion. But does swing 
with adventurous rhythm and its low fire very 
warming. Perhaps quibbling criticism might made 
the fact that the narrative St. Ignatius almost 
too indirectly told, Uli and Juanita almost overshadow 
the saint. 


For history, for sanity, for real spirituality, for enjoy- 
ment, read The Golden Thread. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


DeVoto, Bernard The Course Empire 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 19, 1952. 647p. $6.00. 


With this volume, Bernard DeVoto completes his im- 
pressive trilogy America’s westward expansion. 
though The Year Decision and Across the Wide 
Missouri have already been published, The Course 
Empire the first the three, chronologically speak- 
ing. The author has magnificently presented the ex- 
plorations the Spaniards, French, English and Ameri- 
cans from the discovery America the period the 
Lewis and Clark expedition. 


The author stresses the importance the geography 
North America and employs excellent maps drawn 
Erwin Raisz aid the reader. emphasizes con- 


tinually and successfully the importance the Indians, 
and makes the reader constantly aware them. The 


importance the Missouri river deeply underscored 
DeVoto, who believes that drew men northwest 
for various reasons. refers the northwest 
passage, the passage India, the way west, and 
the course empire, the title the present work. 
has traveled the length the river and has studied 
all its moods. Because his deep interest the 
Missouri, DeVoto his best recounting the feats 
the Lewis-Clark expedition. doubtful any 
other writer ever made the trip significant and under- 
standable the reader. 


The author has admitted his preface that has 
made statements that others might question. One may 
therefore differ with him relative the reasons 
offers the explanation for the French and Spanish 
intervention the American Revolution. seems 
doubtful this reviewer that the French were cer- 
tain that the United States would last for only short 
time after achieving independence. DeVoto prefers 
believe that France helped only because she wished 
weaken England, and had desire for the new 
nation survive. Likewise, one wonders why refers 
“the rich, crusading, imperialistic Jesuits” one 
page, after having given them least some credit for 
unselfishness other pages. DeVoto evidently un- 


able realize that the Jesuit missionary was more con- 


cerned about the welfare one Indian’s soul than 
was about all the land held the French the New 
World. DeVoto, like Parkman, not able under- 
stand appreciate the spiritual drive that sent the 
missionaries live, and some cases die martyrs, 
among the Indians. Despite such criticism, the book 
deserves strong recommendation all students 


Best 


early American history. difficult think any 
other writer who has made this period realistic. The 
extensive notes the end the volume give proof 
the deep research that preceded the actual writing 
the book. detailed index increases the utility this 
excellent work. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Hawley, Cameron Executive Suite 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 10, 1952. 344p. $3.00. 


Three months had passed and still Avery Bullard, 
president the Tredway Corporation, had neglected 
fill the vacancy office executive vice-president. 
stickler for details and petty about minor matters, Bul- 
lard was not much the habit failing get things 
accomplished. Yet, there was one ready succeed 
him. And was this one most important piece 
business that left unfinished when death suddenly 
took him was about step into taxi front 
the Chippendale Building New York. was 
then about two-thirty certain Friday afternoon. 
Within twenty-four hours Tredway had new presi- 
dent, and what transpired the interval before was 
selected makes for some very engrossing reading 
related Executive Suite. 


Back industrial city eastern Pennsylvania, 
where the main office Tredway was located, five 
men, all vice presidents the company, stood ready 
take charge the largest furniture manufacturing 
corporation the country. varied they are 
age and experience, they are different tempera- 
ment, personality and qualifications. The oldest 
age and experience sincere, intelligent treasurer, 
but totally lacking leadership ability. Another 
shrewd and tricky, quite sure himself and his own 
importance. The not too much concerned; 
just looking forward the day when can retire. 
The fourth topnotch sales manager, one the best 
known men the field. The last the youngest the 
quintet, but what lacks experience made 
for imagination and forcefulness. Yet they all have 
one characteristic common—the ever-haunting spec- 
ter dead man whose indomitable spirit ruled their 
lives for many years. 


Executive Suite takes behind the scenes, into the 
lives these five men, their families, friends and asso- 
ciates. see them planning, maneuvering, com- 
promising, jockeying for position, grasping every 


Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; 
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HEADLINERS 
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straw. learn their backgrounds and positions, 
the motives and ambitions that fire their spirits, 
catch vivid picture very unique class men 
American society. There trickery and jealousy, and 
yet strange bond oneness centers their very action 
legal oddity, artificial person—the corporation. 
The suspense builds the pendulum swings back 
and forth until, when the choice finally made known, 
wonder how right wrong were all the while 
followed the actions and machinations these 


people. 


Executive Suite quite different and distinctive 
novel. Not that will ever have lasting importance. 
But fresh and unusual theme, and, oddly 
enough, written man who has thorough and 
personal acquaintance with his subject. The author, 
after years success corporation executive, while 
simultaneously contributing short stories various 
magazines, now devoting all his time writing 
career. May his future works follow the excellent 
caliber Executive Suite. With fast moving pace, 
and adroit facility for shifting scenes and charac- 
ters, carries the reader along, holding his attention 
with curious fascination his story arouses feeling 
active participation the drama that being un- 
folded. And what most welcome all, Executive 
Suite relatively free unsavory language and inci- 


dents. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Maugham, Somerset The World Over 
Doubleday. Nov. 1952. $5.95. 


This collection sixty-one Mr. Maugham’s short 
and short-short stories; fact, the author declares 
what called “chatty preface,” these are all the 
short stories that are not already included another 
Maugham “omnibus” titled East and West. All but 
one the stories which were used make the popular 
programs, Trio, Quartet, Encore, are this vol- 
ume. And the collection spans good deal the 
writing life Mr. Maugham, one can see how the 
author has mellowed over the years, recognizing here 


Maugham Crosby 
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and there some stories that are hardly more than hack 
pieces, and relishing others that are, their own way, 
little classics this genre. 


Mr. Maugham’s philosophy basically humanitarian; 
has always been interested people, their vag- 
aries, what makes them tick and seems motivate 
their actions. has never gone very deep below the 
surface, although his penetration into purely psychologic 
motivation has often been shrewd and accurate enough. 
Perhaps the people writes have deep well- 
springs faith belief; and this would account for 
the singular barrenness their inward lives. But 
many his stories, the sympathy for men and women, 
compassion for their frustrations and sufferings, their 
awkwardness dealing with each other, raises the level 
his writing above the naturalism which seems, ordi- 
narily, dull the edges conflicts. And the chatty 
approach, come upon insistently, story after story, 
dulls one’s appetite for further reading. Unless you 
read only story two time, Mr. Maugham can 
become something bore. Yet there are rewarding 
plums among the sweet-meats the pie that this col- 


lection resembles. 
Grady, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Crosby, John Out the Blue 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 1952. 303p. $3.00. 


missionary once remarked that the Church has its 
least return per capita converts from Islam: Moham- 
medans are set their beliefs and practices that 
enlightened Truth can reach them their spiritual 
darkness. Analogically, there are millions and millions 
radio listeners and viewers who are content 
sop the sophomoric inanities which come their way 
168 hours week and who ignore the wisdom and wit 
John Crosby. modern day John, crying 
this wilderness Babble, incisively revealing his 
daily newspaper columns the flatulent folderol fed the 
American people these modern mechanical mar- 
vels. does with humor, style, penetrating insight, 
and delightful urbanity. Like John, his words fall 
mostly deaf ears. 


This book, his first, collection culled from six years 
output. feels they are his best. Whether they are 
not, they present cross-section one the most 
lucid and literate critics commenting the American 
scene today. Considering that his daily column 
usually about 1,000 words, manages that brief 
space present one central idea with coherence, sharp- 
ness, and stimulating clarity. reading the book 
will prove any sceptic that here really gifted 
essayist. 


It’s hard determine, after reading, which them ap- 
peals the most. Though begins with radio 
frame reference wanders far from his polari- 
zation points. Such subjects women, matrimony, 
crime, Arthur Godfrey, Fred Allen, quiz shows, huck- 
stering, theories comedy and drama, are his themes. 
One could quote length from anyone dozen 
exceptional pieces, but one favorite, “On Not Listening 
the Radio” mine. One passage, particular, 
typical Crosby: 
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“There are dozens movies enjoy not seeing. Some 
authors, notable Taylor Caldwell, affect the same 
way. fond not reading Miss Caldwell’s 
novels that buy all them and prominently display 
them apartment. doubt any one Miss 
Caldwell’s fans ever enjoyed these books quite 
much have enjoyed not reading them. they 
weren’t around the apartment, might forget not 
read them.” 

John Coppinger, 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 


Golden Goat 


Bruckberger, 
Oct. 15, 1952. 


Illustrated Richard Seewald. Pantheon. 
63p. $2.00. 

Golden Goat the Parable the Worthy Rich Man 
and the Unworthy Poor Man charming story, well 
told, which filled with deep spiritual meaning. 
the story strange beggar. one knew where 
came from, and one seemed care. pious 
lady had said him that was “plague.” for 
him cared for one. did not know the mean- 
ing gratitude. the same town, there was rich 
man who had abundant leisure and limitless funds and 
whose ambition was “become the universal con- 
science and erase the very face Injustice from the 
world.” was charitable every sense the word. 
set out befriend the Unworthy Poor Man, the 
beggar St. Lazare. proved simple matter, 
for although the rich man was far too discreet over- 
burden anyone with his charity, the Unworthy Poor 
Man clung zealously all his faults laziness, bit- 
terness, anger and excessive drinking the 
taverns. 


One day, the Unworthy Poor Man found beautiful 
white little goat which adopted. called “My 
Golden One” and looked upon his only com- 
panion misery. For the first time his life, 
laughed. seemed though prevailed him 
improve his ways, for longer loitered the 
taverns but came home early. Serenity now reigned 
the humble cottage. But one day his “Golden One” was 
taken ill, and upon the suggestion the rich man, 
permitted her stay the castle for said “After 
all she certainly better off his house than mine.” 
The goat, however, came back die the feet the 
Unworthy Poor Man, and upon reaching Paradise 
admitted for “brought some joy poor man’s life.” 


When the Unworthy Poor Man reached the gates 
Paradise frankly told the gatekeeper that has 
nothing his credit: one thing. Nothing all. 
was poor, wretchedly poor. loved little goat.” 
had been noted his record and the portals 
the gateway swung open. But all poor men with 
foot Paradise have right make request. His 
request was simple one that the “Worthy Rich Man 
admitted Paradise without having his file ex- 
amined.” The request was granted. And the author 
concludes the Parable that “Verily, the Kingdom 
God belongs the poor.” 


simple story which should appeal any one, the 
young for the plot moves rapidly and filled with 


SELLERs 


realism, the old for the story contains some deep and 
profound philosophy. Yes, young old, rich poor 
should read this parable, and thus 
Luke “Blessed are Poor, for Yours the Kingdom 
God” will clearly understood. 


The illustrations show great originality. They are the 
work Richard Seewald, Swiss painter and graphic 
artist, who considered one the outstanding con- 
temporary Catholics his profession. has simple 
directness which has great appeal and shows mas- 


tery his art. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Oliver, Robert Verdict Korea 
Bald Eagle Press. Nov. 18, 1952. 207p. $4.00. 


the very outset Robert Oliver confesses that 
has been close friend and counselor Syngman Rhee 
and other Korean statesmen and that has served 
Korea and Washington adviser the Korean 
government. admits his prejudices favor the 
Korean people and their efforts establish inde- 
pendent democracy. But believes that most the 
newspaper coverage from Korea has concerned the 
troops representing the United Nations and that 
time consider this war from the viewpoint the 
Korean people themselves. This the reason for his 
book and succeeds admirably analyzing the true 
significance the war. 


Like Switzerland, Korea small country very 
Strategic position. The three neighboring nations— 
China, Russia and Japan—wish protect their own 
security making satellite out Korea. When 
Japan lost Korea after the last war, the United Nations 
hoped neutralize Korea establishing inde- 
pendent democracy but they were foiled Russian 
occupation North Korea. The artificial 38th parallel 
divided this hapless land until the Communist-inspired 
North Koreans invaded the Republic Korea June 
25, 1950. 


Because the United States had declared that Korea 
was not our first line defense and had withdrawn 
our troops, because had made only feeble effort 
train native army, the naturally expected 
overrun South Korea and add another victim their 
long list satellites. The reaction the United States 
and the United Nations this naked act aggres- 
sion was immediate was unexpected. 


The author records the ebb and flow the war and 
emphasizes the staggering human and economic losses 
which the Republic Korea has suffered. 
any way minimizing the tremendous contribution the 
United States has made manpower, equipment and 
financial resources, reminds that nearly million 
South Koreans have been killed died from disease 
exposure, that eight million more have lost their homes 
and personal possessions. Villages have been leveled 
the ground, people are starving and rags, inflation 
has devoured the wealth the country. tells what 
noble efforts relief agencies have made and singles out 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference for particu- 
lar praise. all Catholics could read this book, the 
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Thanksgiving Clothing Collection would magnifi- 
cent success because our people would realize what 
gallant stand the South Koreans are staging against 
Communist tyranny. 


Although the book was completed before Korea became 
political football the recent presidential campaign, 
interesting note how the author criticizes our 
government for not giving more attention training 
South Korean demonstrates how they 
have proved their valor and their competence when 
given proper training and sufficient equipment. 
praises General Van Fleet for his efforts training 
South Koreans and declares that they are anxious 
assume the burden combat will supply the 
ammunition. 


Finally discusses the vital questions that have agi- 
tated our country: should the “MacArthur plan” for 
winning the war have been followed? Should Red 
China the United Nations capable 
settling international How should prepare 
for the these questions presents his own 
solution which calls “package deal for peace.” 
short review impossible consider the details 
and merits this solution but the reviewer recommends 
this book enthusiastically all those who are seriously 
concerned with Korea and what means for world 
peace. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 


Roth, Cecil 

Benjamin Disraeli—Earl Beaconsfield 
Philosophical Library. June 20, 1952. 178p. $3.75. 
“He has such perfect disregard for facts,” exclaimed 
close associate Benjamin Disraeli one his inti- 
mates. The noted writer Cecil Roth might well have 
made that statement the basis for his study one 
the most incongruous personalities British public life 
the nineteenth century. word, this brief work 
not standard biography. Instead attempt 
explain, that possible, the effect Disraeli’s 
Hebrew heritage both his political career and the 
imperial destiny Great Britain well. and large 
effort that has been crowned with singular suc- 


Chapter six the core the book. goes far towards 
epitomizing Disraeli’s attitude regarding religion gen- 
eral and Christianity particular. The spectacle 
the Jew-turned-Christian lecturing his audiences from 
the pages his novels the merits the Christian 
and its debt Judaism must considered 
typical the man. The chance pose grandly, 
revel the exotic, incite controversy, play the 
gallery must have delighted the soul this incurable 
romantic. What lesson did mean teach? 
probably had nothing purposeful that mind. 
For was too much given keen sense for the 
dramatic—not mention expansive imagination— 
permit himself bound pedestrian-like ties 
mere dogma. Yet justify himself will 
heard say more than one occasion that Christian- 
ity nothing more less than improved Judaism, 


195 


though, oddly enough, had only scorn for the con- 
vert. the other hand neither was disposed 
move vigorously for the passage the Jewish Emanci- 
pation bill Parliament. wonder Disraeli the 
object such perennial speculation. 


Despite the brilliance the writing, seems this 
reviewer that, having once carried his man the 
threshold greatness—the Prime Ministership—the 
author promptly loses interest him. The chapter 
the great ministry marks falling off sprightliness 
style and sharpness interpretation. Moreover there 
seems some straining after consequences Dis- 
raeli’s statesmanship that are not altogether warranted. 
For example something far cry attribute the 
State Israeli chain events stemming from 
conversations between Rothschild and himself No- 
vember 1875, though would just like the latter 
claim credit for such spectacular denouement. But 
these are small flaws readily permissible one whose 
primary aim essay interpretation the process 
imparting information. any event the ordinary 
reader sure profit from this brush with greatness. 
least the great Prime Minister cannot fail impress, 
even does not edify. 


Harry Kirwin, Ph.D., 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore 10, Maryland 


Stars Over Bethlehem 


Wheeler, Opal 
Dutton. Nov. 1952. 


Decorations Christine Price. 
59p. $2.00. 

For the Christmas trade, including the person who 
sends booklet instead greeting card, this personal 
essay its blue and gold jacket, its blue type and dec- 
orated pages will desirable item. For permanent 
place the library shelves, costs too much for its 
too slight content. 


Eve, the realization childhood dream. High mo- 
ment the midnight service the Church St. 
Catherine, but the journey the shrine, the inhabi- 
tants Jerusalem, the fields, road and hills, and the 
reflections induced the memory the first Christ- 
mas, are reverently and simply told. However, any 
reader who wishes know what the Holy Lands are 
like, what shrines are there, and what their history has 
been, must course elsewhere, say work like 
Kinsel and Henry’s Catholic Shrines the Holy Land. 
This attractive little volume concerned chiefly with 
the writer’s privileged emotional experience. 


Helen Butler, 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Leslie, Warren 
The Best Thing That Ever Happened 


McGraw-Hill. Oct. 20, 1952. 293p. $3.50. 


Warren Leslie, originally New York and now 
Texas, former reporter and now business executive, 
has written his first novel and entitled it: The Best 
Thing That Ever Happened. 
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This reviewer believes with vigor that one the best 
things that could have happened the English Literary 
World would have been had Mr. Warren Leslie never 
written the book, having written it, had failed 
find publisher. have such thing authen- 
tic, authoritative official “literary trash-heap.” But 
had we—this book rates place. 


The Best Thing That Ever Happened first-rate 
“literary trash.” indeed literary. Leslie has 
unmistakable writing character. The language smooth 
and strong, albeit times boyishly profane and blas- 
phemous and frequently suggestively 
descriptive powers from time time rise exalted 
heights evidenced the gory forest struggle young 
Lawford with two hold-up men and again his pages 
the devastating and demoralizing hurricane-like 
southern storm. The novel covers actually more 
than three months piteous young man’s AWOL 
life out the Marines, yet Leslie’s skillful flashbacks— 
always interesting and never tedious—create the im- 
pression that whole life has been told. The writer 
this book seems eminently equipped execute the 
novel extraordinary way because his flawless 
logic sequence and almost terrific power suspense, 
both indispensable the truly great novel. this 
part literature—and this book. 


But unfortunately, times great powers are dedicated 
trash and this book essentially sordid 
and sexy. Six year old Sarahbelle (God love her) 
the only fresh air breathed. Not enter upon detail, 
let say that there are least two excellently done 
descriptions which would rate first place pornogra- 
phic shelves anywhere. The reviewer knows pseudo- 
scientific sexual works that for decency’s sake carry 
blank wrappers through our first-born 
should honored better disguised. Having this 
book normal American home would akin 
keeping loaded pistol the mantle. The reader will 
find neither ethics nor morals but the absolute absence 
both. would say that The Best Thing That Ever 
Happened rates stall the Anthony Adverse stables. 
Mr. Warren Leslie, you can’t better, and 
believe you can—don’t again. 


Marvin Macklin, 
York, New York 


Brown, John Mason They Appear 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 14, 1952. 258p. $3.75. 

This collection comprises thirty-three the author’s 
essays originally written, during the last two years, for 
the Saturday Review Literature. Though, quite 
understandably, the literary world may accept with 
perfect sang-froid the appearance the book, there 
will many among Brown’s devoted followers who 
will glad have these particular critical judgments 
given permanent form. 


The judgments voiced here are not profound and they 
frequently deal with ephemeral subjects such new 
musical comedy new attempt acting old 
role. Sometimes, while criticizing something essen- 


tially transient, Brown does attempt trace out great 
implicated truths but does not often show remark- 
able perspicuity. The universality necessary make 


criticism worth preserving not notably present this 
work. Nor are the essays marked distinction ‘of 
style; not only they lack the vigor which can give 
sparkle ordinary thoughts, but they want even the 
elementary requisites clarity and force—there are 
occasional careless constructions, the device the 
fragmentary sentence too much evidence, and 
Brown’s disregard for the basic need some rhythm 
prose deprives his sentences grace. 


Brown has, however, included this volume some 
very interesting essays, notably the one Stevenson 
and the collection three Shaw. Scattered through 
the others are occasional bright 
the author’s well-furnished mind; there are, other 
words, times when less the journalist and more 
the critic. Even the relatively undistinguished pages 
have their use. interesting now, and may much 
more interesting years hence, know how good jour- 
neyman critic reacted the revival Peter Pan, Louis 
Calhern’s Lear, Edith Sitwell’s reading 
Moreover, the book reviews, such that Jelagin’s 
Taming the Arts, are carefully analytic and should 
help the selective reader who wants know 
beforehand what book has offer. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Mirsky, Jeannette and Nevins, Allan 

The World Eli Whitney 
Nov. 18. 1952. 
Every schoolboy knows that Eli Whitney invented the 
cotton gin. That fact commonplace knowledge. That 
Whitney pioneered mass production the manufacture 
firearms not well known. The story the most 
simple and matter-of-fact the long list epoch- 
making events. Whitney was not penniless mechanic 
who lived bread crusts while struggling with his 
machine; nor was scientific genius who studied 
his library until the perfected blueprint was ready. 
Eli Whitney, Yale graduate, had never seen cotton 
field before went Georgia 1793. was look- 
ing for job schoolteacher. For time lived 
the home the widow General Nathaniel Greene. 


Surprised the slowness cotton production Whitney 
tackled age old problem with fresh mind. ten 
days had built machine that would separate cotton 
and fiber. The machine did the work dozen 
slaves. 


Census figures for the years 1800-1860 show the tre- 
mendous impact the cotton gin the life the 
South. But the way monetary reward Whitney 
got virtually nothing. His designs were stolen, his 
machines were constructed mechanics who saw one 
gin and then went out and built their own. Since 
received little help from the United States gave 
the struggle for patent inven- 
tion made cotton one the great agricultural products 
the nation. 


January, 1798, Whitney turned the manufacture 
“ten thousand stand arms.” arms 
refers musket, bayonet, ramrod, wiper, and screw 
driver. Whitney was not gunsmith, but 
excellent reputation trouble acquiring capi- 
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tal. His system interchangeable parts and develop- 
ment mass production was important contribution 
the rise industry the Connecticut area. 


This book heavy, ponderous, dual life Eli Whit- 
ney. lacks zest, and readability. tragic that the 
literary style because the time, re- 
search and information gathered deserves better fate. 
The authors have made prolific use family papers and 
are congratulated for their vast use original 
sources. Outside the professional historians this 
book will attract few readers. Whitney emerges from 
its pages machine. The book long and this 
reviewer found stimulating dry hay. 


Way Life 

The Summa simplified Walter Farrell, O.P., and Martin 
Healy, Confraternity the Precious Blood, Brook- 
lyn, 1952. 630p. $1.35. 

This not much review earnest plea for all 
Catholic librarians take note the above-named 
book. real jewel, small size, sparkling wis- 
dom, perfect detail. easy carry, about three 
five inches, bound durable green leather, flawless 
and artistic make-up. These are externals—what 
the contents? anyone the United States was 
capable presenting St. Thomas twentieth century 
American language, Fr. Walter Farrell was that man. 
His already famous Companion the Summa should 
leave doubt that. can give the ordinary reader 
the ideas St. Thomas without overwhelming him 
the immense detail and rigorous method scholasti- 
cism. accomplishes this, not presenting selec- 
tions, quotations, even dry summary, but re- 
writing, representing the thought St. Thomas, 
truly creative art. that sense, this new and 
original work, completely rewritten. doubt re- 
views will appear, assessing the value the book from 
scholarly point view, its accuracy, completeness, 
etc. Suffice say here that splendidly readable, 
and the product two thoroughly capable men. 


Perhaps story will better illustrate the purpose and 
value this book. Several years ago priest was 
travelling the subterranean wilderness New York 
subways, and found himself spending many quarter 
hour remote and half deserted platforms, peering 
down the track for the next train. help pass the 
dragging minutes, turned the news stands for 
something little more thought provoking than the 
daily paper. What was there? flood brightly 
colored quarter books, perhaps ten percent which 
were, might be, worth looking at, fifty percent in- 
different chaff, the remainder positively harmful 
less degree. Where among all these fancily 
trumpeted “fascinating tales” was there even one 
really fascinating theme—the lives thoughts 
Catholic saints Not even one was sight. 


Since then, course, everyone has heard Thomas 
Merton, but alone represent the Church 
those millions Americans who daily scan the dis- 
plays inexpensive books, and get their principal 
mental food from there greater Thomas? 
With such reflections, the priest finally arrived his 
destination, and relieved his feelings telling his story 
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Monsignor Joseph Frey, successor Fr. Stedman 
chaplain the Precious Blood Monastery Brooklyn. 
This book Monsignor Frey’s answer. hard 
overvalue it. certainly ought have appeal 
everyone, high school college students, clerical lay 
adults, the scholar general reader. The great danger 
that this jewel will lie unnoticed the dark corners 
libraries stories. The librarians can help here. 
highly recommended librarians every type 
institution, and book dealers general, with the 
hope that they will help introduce schools, 
study clubs, and individual readers. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


The Life Christ 


Ricciotti, Giuseppe 
(Popular Editoin) 


Bruce. Oct. 31, 1952. 402p. $3.50. 
Sinclair, Upton Personal Jesus 
Evans Publishing Co., New York-Philadelphia. Nov. 10, 
1952. 228p. $3.50. 

Here have two books written from opposite view- 
points. The first history Jesus Christ written 
from the orthodox viewpoint Catholic scholar 
well-known the field Biblical Criticism; the second 
rationalistic, naturalistic appraisal the career 
Christ, which written American novelist who 
thinks that there are not few appealing qualities 
the human character, Jesus. 


The first publication the Italian original Monsignor 
Ricciotti’s Life Christ merited the resounding bravos 
and commendations Catholic scholars and students. 
The publication 1947 the English translation 
this outstanding biography Christ deserved the high 
praises which were paid English speaking reviewers 
the author and the very able translator this 
Life Christ. These original editions were notable 
for the breadth and depth the scholarship, which, 
skillfully and effortlessly woven into the narrative, 
cast abundant lights upon the historical development 
the earthly career Christ. Guiding the mind and 
the pen was the heart one whose writing indicates, 
its unction and piety and reverence, that Jesus Christ 
was for the author not only the historical personage, 
also the timeless Guide, Model, Hero—God and 
an. 


Thanks are due the Bruce Company for this Popular 
Edition. have been omitted the following: some 
the weightier scholarly discussions the chapters 
which introduce the readers into the historical circum- 
stances the earthly career Jesus Christ; and the 
scholarly foot-notes which were plentiful the earlier 
editions, and very interesting readers who want 
see the grounds for certain interpretations. This Popular 
Edition keeps intact the main narrative with all its 
unction and interest. For the general reader nothing 
lost. This Life Christ must highly recom- 
mended libraries, readers who seek deeper knowledge 
Jesus Christ, and those who might impressed 
such life Christ Sinclair’s Personal Jesus. 


The key Sinclair’s interpretation found the 
following sentence: believe that any sentence (in the 
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Gospels) which Jesus accepts the idea that God 
interpolation Christian zelotry” (p. Any 
word deed Jesus, which savors the supernatural, 
either must attributed interpolations Christian 
zelotry (“they were put into the text when the story 
was first written, when was copied and recopied 
the scriptoria where manuscripts were made.” The 
second alternative patently ridiculous the casual 
observer the field textual criticism; the first wants 
proof; the miracles Christ must attributed 
such vague notions faith-healing, auto-suggestions, 
etc., etc.) 


confused the author and the book that im- 
practical take detail his assumptions and con- 
tradictions. Just little point: the quotation: “There 
none good, but one, that is, “God” not from the 
authentic text Matthew 19/16-24. Sinclair cites this 
text “an important text because set mind (in 
student years) free from superstition.” Schanz, 
Swete, Lagrange think differently. 


One must disagree with Granville Hicks. This book 
value, except curiosity and omne-gatherum 
errors which might interest the scholar specializing 
rationalistic, naturalistic vagaries concerning Jesus 


Christ. 


The publisher’s dust jacket reads: “This book 
honest study one the world’s greatest ethical 
teachers tireless crusader for truth and justice.” 
What one think completely misleading refer- 
ence the Catholic Encyclopedia (to article 
Textual Criticism Fernand Prat, S.J.) justification 


for discarding those pages the Gospels which record 
supernatural elements the Life this 
the only instance too slanted pleading. 


Kane, Hartnett and Arthur, Ella Bently 
Dear Dorothy Dix 
Doubleday. Oct. 16, 1952. 314p. $3.50. 


was not the money she made, and was not her 
coast-to-coast reputation; was the power 
sessed make millions average men and women 
listen her that gave Dorothy Dix her unique fasci- 
nation. She was certainly extraordinary phenome- 
non. sense she was the embodiment middle- 
class obviousness; yet some magic her pen she 
was able, her daily and weekly columns, say the 
right word that would keep families together, that 
would prevent suicides, that would mend broken homes 
and broken hearts. She possessed fund both com- 
mon sense and moral sense which she placed whole 
heartedly the disposal her readers and her corre- 
spondents, and, having found her vocation column- 
ist she spent herself for the happiness her public. 
She used her gifts only for other people’s good; and 
while easy make fun the “Dorothy Dix 
column,” she deserves called great woman 
well good one. 


thousand pities that the authors this book 
have not risen the humanity their story. Dear 
Dorothy Dix makes almost dull reading. was 
glaring error describe detail many the crime 
stories that Dorothy covered for her paper and give 
few examples the kind homely wisdom that 


SELLERs 


found its way into the hearts millions. And the 
story her married life told such monotone 
that people might easily miss the unbalanced man who 
for forty-seven years was her husband. Neither New 
Orleans nor New York, the two centres her work, 
are made particularly vivid. This book completely 
innoxious, but there room for another and better 
one the woman who the age eighty-three 
could say keep working stop from getting sorry 
for myself.” 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College, 

Purchase, New York 


Thurston, Herbert, S.J. 
The Physical Phenomena Mysticism 
Regnery. Nov. 1952. 419p. $6.00. 


The late Herbert Thurston, was writer whose 
prodigious knowledge was revealed his articles 
The Month and his contributions the Catholic 
Encyclopedia. During the last twenty years his life 
was particularly interested the physical pheno- 
mena associated with mysticism down through the ages 
and wrote about them for various English periodicals. 
had begun revise them but death came before 
the completion his task. His confrere, Crehan, 
S.J., has brought them together single volume. 
changes were made the original text, but where the 
notes were not fully written some new point had 
arisen regard these subjects since the author’s 
death 1938, Father Crehan added his own foot- 
notes. Among Father Thurston’s manuscripts dis- 
covered lecture Stigmata medical society 
which now publishes for the first time. 


This book discusses the following physical phenomena: 
stigmata, tokens espousal, telekineses (e.g., receiving 
Holy Communion through some unexplained agency), 
human salamanders (i.e., persons who though touched 
fire were not burnt), bodily elongation, incendium 
amoris, odor sanctity, seeing without eyes, incorrup- 
tion, absence cadaveric rigidity, blood prodigies, the 
mystic hunger-striker, living without food, and multi- 
plication food. 

The author’s principal aim throughout this book “to 
give idea physical phenomena for which good 
evidence can produced, and leave the interpreta- 
tion the facts the judicious reader himself” (p. 70). 
shows many instances where the proofs 
supernatural intervention rests hear-say rather than 
personal observation, can explained times 
purely natural causes. also reminds the sane 
advice given Promoter Fidei, the so-called 
“Devil’s Advocate”: “that these alleged charismata 
are common good and bad alike, and they 
cannot accepted validating otherwise defective 
proof virtuous life and conduct” (p. 141). 
cusses the cases physical phenomena that have been 
attributed the saints the early Church, the Middle 
Ages, and also such controversial figures our own 
day Father Pio and Theresa Neumann. goes 
into great detail about Mollie Francher, paralytic 
Brooklyn, Y., whose reputed ability know about 
events going distant places created quite stir 
the late nineteenth -century. 
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cannot but admire Father Thurston for the stu- 
pendous amount research that must have gone into 
the writing these articles, and also for the clarity 
with which summarizes the facts for us, the jury, 
decide. The very nature this book does not make 
for easy reading, but certainly will prove very re- 
warding. “In these days widespread education, uni- 
versal questioning and free discussion, premature and 
credulity cannot the long run 
advantage the Church” (p. 120). 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, 
New York, New York 


Who Blowed the Church House? 

And Other Ozark Folk Tales 

Collected Vance Randolph. Glen Rounds. 
With notes Herbert Halpert. Columbia University Press. 
Nov. 12, 1952. 232p. $3.50. 

Who Blowed the Church House? and other tales 
book authentic folklore that reads like Joe Mil- 
ler’s joke book with Ozark twang. But the jokes, 
quips and tall tales collected here are much more than 
just Miller the same way that television much more 
than mere Milton Berle. For this genuine Americana 
sifting through generation unto generation part 
oral tradition that well worth preserving and printing. 


The tales are old the hills and hard headed 
the pioneer spirit that born and bred them with 
tobacco flavored local gusto. Though flavor 
they are universal theme. And when the vernacular 
stoops the vulgar stoops Chaucer Shakes- 
peare might rather than stag smoker comedian 
would. The telling has more the common sense 
preposterousness Johnnie Appleseed than the pre- 
posterous romanticizing Jack the Giant Killer. Many 
the stories have parallels European folklore and 
sectional Americana suggesting unconscious use 
the switching process that makes the universal local 
substitution accommodation. Such variants are 
noted scholarly fashion. 

Vance Randolph, who old hand folk- 
tales, though more interested being authentic rather 
than academic, has bundled together the wry, the droll, 
and bawdy into collection that both entertaining 
and scholarly and doing has made most readable 


and enjoyable book. 
James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Bolles, Blair How Get Rich Washington 
Dell Book, 1952. 276p. $0.25. 

How Get Rich handy digest the author’s 
source material. narrates few pages the story that 
slowly unfolded thousands pages congressional 
committee hearings and the pages congressional 
over period years. 

There guarantee that the details the committee 
are accurate and true all details. the 
work Mr. Bolles, summarizing the same stories 
the basis the same evidence, relied upon 
completely accurate all points. Inasmuch does 
teport the broad outlines the investigations, serves 
valid and valuable purpose. 
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the thirteen chapters this book Mr. Bolles covers 
all the major congressional investigations that have 
interested the American public during the last ten 
years. chapter three gets down the gravamen 
his task laying bare the festering sore official 
incompetence and indifference which surrounded the 
administration the Contract Settlement Act. Under 
this law American industry was enabled file claims 
and receive settlements terminated war contracts 
the sum billions dollars without any need 
proving their claim submitting audit its 
accuracy. Chapter four continues the story the 
extravagant post-war waste and official favoritism that 
went hand-in-glove with the disposition surplus 
property. Chapter five reviews the policies the 
Maritime Commission and emphasizes the callousness 
the officials and the sharp financial practices that 
floated this country’s newest pride the seas, the 
S.S. United States. The following four chapters are 
devoted the story the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation with emphasis the Texmass and Lus- 
tron loans. chapter given the Civil Aeronautics 
Board with discriminating partiality the big airlines. 
Another chapter reviews the newest batch defense 
agencies which, their haste and rush, favor the large 
established industries the country the expense 
small business. 


Mr. Bolles, concluding his work, calls for generally 
higher level moral awareness and ethical conduct 
the part each federal official and employee. 
this not alone nor novel. But when 
points out that the sinister influence the armed 
services runs throughout many aspects this story 
political decay relatively new ground. 
says that “the new issue political economy that lies 
before the United States the issue military 
socialism.” Unfortunately does not develop this 
thought other than indicate and decry it. The 
second point makes stress that small business, 
generally mentioned the fair-haired child the 
government, is, reality, the step-child which must 
survive the crumbs government favor left the 
big corporations. 


Gorce, John Oliver (Editor) 

The Book Fishes 
National Geographic Society, Washington, C., 1952 
339p. $6.50. 
Doctor Gorce, who vice-president the National 
Geographic Society, has gathered together the most 
recent studies fishes and marine life which have 
appeared the monthly issues the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine, complete with the remarkable pic- 
tures which illustrated the texts. There are 236 color 
pictures various species marine life (not all are 
fishes, actually), other color photos centered around 
such pursuits diving with goggles and frog-flippers 
photograph catch fishy specimens; and 170 black- 
and-white (monochrome) pictures. 


This edition seems revised-to-date edition 
previous Books Fishes edited the National Geo- 
graphic. any event, school libraries will probably 
want add this volume their shelves case they 
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are not members the National Geographic Society 
and/or not keep bound volumes the monthly 
the extraordinary magazine the Society pub- 
ishes. 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 

The Case the Grinning Gorilla 
Morrow. Nov. 19, 1952. $2.50. 
The preface this umptieth detective story, starring 
Perry Mason and Della Street (with Sergeant Holcomb 
the misguided and unsympathetic representative 
the local constabulary), dedicates the book 
Gradwohl, M.D., leader development legal medi- 
cine and one the founders the American Academy 
Forensic Sciences. Doctor Gradwohl gets important 
mention the solution the case, because lot de- 
pends his laboratory findings about the similarity 
blood man and apes. 


Benjamin Addicks, wealthy eccentric who has been, 
for some reason uncertain, been conducting experiments 
with gorillas and chimpanzees and such, with object 
inducing them neuroses and hypnotizing them 
implant post-hypnotic impulses. His secretary, Helen 
Cadmus, has mysteriously disappeared from the Ad- 
dicks’ yacht during storm the waters off California. 
Then Benjamin himself found stabbed death 
his closely guarded home, when one, apparently, 
was the house save discharged housekeeper and 
some the apes which have gotten loose from their 
cages. Did Mrs. Kempton kill Addicks? one the 
neuroticized gorillas? 


The tale expert, incredible its premises. 
mystery reader will worry too much about those prem- 
ises, however. Perry Mason, with Paul Drake help 
and Sergeant Holcomb hinder, comes with the 
right answer, and Della Street has been along through 
all report it, stenographically, presume. 


Grady, 
University Scranton 


Lewis, Sinclair 
From Main Street Stockholm: Letters 
Sinclair Lewis, 1919-1930 
Edited Harrison Smith. Brace. Nov. 17, 
1952. 307p. $5.00. 
The early career Sinclair Lewis was closely tied 
the fortunes the publishing house established his 
friend Alfred Harcourt 1919 and now known 
Harcourt, Brace and Co. Prior that time Lewis had 
written four little remembered novels for Harper’s, 
unimportant boys’ book for Stokes, and scattered short 
stories for various magazines. welcomed the new 
venture opportunity escape the slick formulae 
the Saturday Evening Post, which had become 
profitably adept, favor work that offered more 
artistic enthusiasm and honesty. 


The association thereupon formed lasted from Free Air 
the Nobel Prize, 1919 1930. During these years 
Lewis grew with the new firm from Grub Street exist- 
ence established reputation. The decade includes 


Gardner Lewis 


Best 


his most striking successes: Main Street, Babbitt, 
rowsmith, and Elmer Gantry well the less signifi- 
cant Mantrap and The Man Who Knew 
Harrison Smith, who was editor for Harcourt the 
time, has gathered into this volume the correspondence 
that passed between author and publisher 
novels were planned, written, revised, published, and 
promoted. Since the men were friends well busi- 
associates, their letters reveal not only much about 
the inside modern publishing but also great deal 
about the personality Lewis, his literary intention, 
and his habits composition. 


Several aspects stand out. One Lewis’s restless am- 
bition, always seeking critical acceptance and yet never 
content when received it. This occasioned, too, his 
endlessly planning dozen books ahead, like Neighbor, 
projected for many years labor novel based 
Eugene Debs but never written. contrast the 
stubborn patience Lewis displayed seeking fidelity 
detail; was willing, for example, labor through 
mountain architectural plans technically cor- 
rect the real estate jargon Babbitt. The deeper 
realism man’s essential nature and providential rela- 
tionships, course, was not concern Lewis’s fiction 
and corroespondingly absent from his planning. 
least, however, inflexibly scorned hypocrisy; and 
even when turned inventing advertising slogans 
and blurbs, his artistic solicitude always insisted that 
book exploited for what really was meant be. 


Lewis had wide contact with writers both established 
(Galsworthy, Cabell, Hergesheimer, Mencken, Whar- 
ton) and beginning (Scott, Millay, Kruif, Steele, 
Kelley). Random letters touching these relationships 
offer interesting, though spasmodic, glimpses the 
general literary milieu the 1920’s. More significant, 
but also more rare, are the letters that give 


own viewpoints some the controversies that 


marked his life. His refusal the Pulitzer Prize seen 
deliberate sacrifice prestige for principle. The 
pulpit notoriety associated with Elmer Gantry seems 
sophomoric flamboyance that even Lewis must have 
realized was misguided despite its promotion sales. 
The divorce from his first wife and later marriage 
Dorothy Thompson are reported, but when the letters 
deal with matters that not directly touch his work 
they show reticence surprising man who was 
otherwise most talkative and gregarious. 


The whole book has the natural informality friends 
writing with thought the public eye: slang, mild 
profanity, Lewis’s characteristic “telegraphese,” and 
carefree flouting rhetoric. Since business matters, 
however, such advertising, royalties, transfer 
rights, international editions, checking accounts, and 
the like necessarily burden the correspondence, the con- 
tent most interest tends obscured and demands 
patient reader. The general public will better, 
therefore, await readable biography that takes such 
valuable source material this and weaves into 
readily discerned pattern. The book will find its public 
chiefly among adults serious literary interest. 


John Carroll University, 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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The Best Cartoons from 
Collected for Americans from England’s famous humorous 
weekly; edited Marvin Rosenberg and William Cole. 
Simon Schuster, 1952. $3.00. 
Publishers have been putting all sorts cartoon collec- 
tions between boards late; some are pretty good and 
are well worth all the trouble. Most these cartoon 
collections are waste the customer’s money. But 
once while book cartoon humor comes along 
that really deserves the best; The Best Cartoons from 
“Punch” worth every one the three dollar selling 
price. 
For years Punch has been the unofficial spokesman 
English humor, just the New Yorker the sophisti- 
cated sample American wit. Both magazines are 
consistently and honestly humorous, but Her- 
bert says his wonderful introduction the Punch 
collection, there are sexy jokes pictures here, 
nothing compare, for example, with Peter Arno’s 
famous couple bed (‘Wake up, you mutt. We’re 
getting married today.’).” Again, Mr. Herbert speaks 
well for philosophy humor worth remembering: 
“Some comic artists seem obsessed sex, domes- 
tic unhappiness, and hatred for the human race. 
love and laugh aloud many them; but the cumula- 
tive effect depressing anyone who believes that the 
race referred has done pretty good job and is, 
the whole, worth preserving.” 
need more cartoons the type exemplified 
Punch temper the monotonous effect American 
humor. 

Joseph Popecki, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Mead, Shepherd 
How Succeed Business Without 
Really Trying 
Claude. Simon Schuster, 1952. 148p. 
Shepherd Mead’s third burlesque the business world 
comes off well. Those who laughed Tessie, the 
Hound Channel One will laugh roundly this. 
This guide fame and fortune” has enough 
reality about make good satire and take 
little the edge from its forthright chuckles. Good 
adult humor with special award for Claude’s cartoons. 


Joseph Popecki, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Dean, Abner Come You Are 
book about people parties.) Simon Schuster, 1952. 
Unpaged. $3.00. 

The publishers bill this one book pictures for 
those who can’t decide whether the party 
sit home with book.” this were the only book 
available, I’d definitely the party. takes very 
special talent enjoy Abner Dean’s cartoons that I’m 
sure would worth the trouble cultivate. 
Psychiatric bent essential enjoy any Dean’s 
Situations; that’s roughly equivalent explaining 


The Best Cartoons from “Punch”—Mead Dean Heffner 
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joke—it isn’t funny any more. jury 
found only two funny cartoons the whole book. 


Joseph Popecki, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Heffner, Richard 

Documentary History the United States 
Mentor Book. New American Library. Oct. 27, 1952. 
287p. $0.35. 
Documentary anthologies, special col- 
lections have been received with much general ac- 
claim aids scholarship and objectivity that the 
appearance documentary histories may regarded 
quite logical. The value the original collections 
documents, however, lay their inclusion rather 
large samplings material chosen from each era 
topic they were supposed illumine. its nature, 
and its required competition with other narrative his- 
tories, the documentary history cannot extensive. 
This documentary history, for example, cannot repro- 
duce more than three items for any one decade, and 
most the periods American history are represented 
only one choice. 


with all anthologies, one can hardly quarrel with 
the choice. Whatever Mr. Heffner wished illustrate, 
these are evidently the papers thought would best 
serve his purpose. Many the most important papers, 
official otherwise, American history are reproduced 
condensed here. But serious objections must 
raised the pretentious foreword. it, the compiler 
declares that the objective materials for history are 
presented the reader, who thus becomes his own 
historian. The fact that the initial selection and 
editing has already been done; extremely doubtful 
that small volume 287 pages can hope represent 
adequately the documents accumulated more than 
that number years. Starting with the Declaration 
Independence, the book automatically shears off large 
and important segment our history, with other parts 
most imperfectly represented—e.g., the whole battle 
over Reconstruction indicated only Lincoln’s second 
inaugural address. 


The foreword, then, creates the impression for the un- 
wary reader that can become expert historian 
through his reading these documents, and that 
will then position compare his ideas with 
those which the compiler has introduced weave to- 
gether the papers chosen. Since Mr. Heffner’s ideas are 
avowedly those follower Charles Beard’s notion 
that history constitutes act faith, and does not 
contain basic substratum fact, the reader pros- 
pective user this book should warned. may 
find the price the volume attractive, and its size may 
offer him some inducements further his acquaintance 
with documents, but its other uses are severely re- 
stricted, even the foreword must implicitly admit. 
short, this cannot admitted be, the real 
sense, documentary history the United States. 


Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 
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REPRINTS 

Karig, Walter Caroline Hicks 
Pocket Books, 1952. Cardinal edition. 434p. $0.35. 
(Ori Rinehart edition, 1951, reviewed 10, no. 23, 
Mar. 1951, 217.) 

The oft-told tale the wide-eyed, small town secretary 
who comes seek her future the nation’s capitol 
and begins instantly learn about life from the birds 
and the bureaucrats. purports, with some insult 
the average Washington worker, show that the in- 
terests all these women are bordered men and 
liquor. Neither Walter Karig nor his characters seem 
shocked the city’s evils. 


Patricia Follow the Night 


Dell (Doubleday), 1950. $0.25. 
well written mystery—of one Larry Rock, well-known 
columnist, his divorced wife, his current wife, his mis- 
tress and his fiancé. The story told memory 
“flash backs.” The falling body from penthouse 
begins the tale, whose, how and why make the tale. 
interesting yarn for adult leisure. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Best 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable informatio all 
who wish know what being today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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